Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 112 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.019; wR factor = 0.054; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.5.
The Sn IV atom in the monomeric title compound, [Sn(C 6 H 5 ) 3 -(C 9 H 9 O 3 )] exists in a distorted SnC 3 O tetrahedral geometry. In the crystal structure, inversion dimers arise from pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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Comment
The monomeric structure found for triphenyltin 2-hydroxy-3-phenylpropionate (Scheme I, Fig. 1 ) conforms to expectations based on the presence of bulky substituents (Tiekink, 1991 (Tiekink, , 1994 . In the arbitrarily chosen asymmetric unit, C20 has R configuration, but crystal symmetry generates a racemic mixture. Selected geometrical data are given in Tables 1 and 2 .
Experimental
Triphenyltin hydroxide (1.0 g, 2.7 mmol) and d,l-tropic acid (0.45 g, 2.7 mmol) were heated in toluene (100 ml) in a Dean-Stark water-separator until all the water had been removed. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure to leave a white solid. The solid was recrystallized from mixture of chloroform, hexane and toluene (2: 
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å, O-H = 0.84 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are shown as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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